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The Great American Mail Race

Have students choose a state from slips of papers.

Then have students use Internet to research state they chose and determine capital
city of that state.

Google for an ISD in that city to determine address for an intermediate/middle
school.

Make a school logo with our return address. Complete together. Teach floating
object vs. in-line object. Also teach recoloring by ungrouping, no line, group, etc.
Write and type a letter to send. (Include a cover letter and questionnaire with
each student letter.)

Address envelopes.

Locate a US map on Internet. Label with students name on selected state. Label
the state capital’s town name.

Color in the states as replies are received.





East Chambers Intermediate School

213 School Road
Winnie, TX 77665






The Great American Mail Race Questionnaire

1. What is the name of your school?

2. How old is your school building?

3. How many students are enrolled in your school and/or grade?

4. What sports and extracurricular activities are offered at your school?

5. Does your school sponsor dances for students?

6. Where do you usually go on field trips?

7. Do you feel that you have a safe school/community environment?

8. What do you usually do after school? Are there any special places that you “hang
out”?

9. What is the name of your town or community?

10. What is the population of your town/community?

11. Are there any major tourist attractions near your town?

12. What other facts would we like to know about your school, community, or state?






e East Chambers Intermediate School

213 School Road
Winnie, TX 77665

Replace with a logo for
your school! Also replace
pertinent information in
letter as needed.

Current Date

Dear Intermediate/Middle School Teacher:

Welcome to “The Great American Mail Race!” The purpose of this activity is to send a
student letter and class questionnaire to a middle school in each state, and see how many
responses our class will get in return. | know it is later in the school year, but we hope
you will still be able to reply.

Enclosed with this letter, you will find directions for joining the mail race. We hope you
choose to join in the fun. Not only are we learning to write letters from this experience,
but we are learning about many different cities in the United States, as well.

Even if you decide not to join the race, please have a student respond to the questionnaire
and/or letter, and return it. We hope to hear from you! Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Teacher Name
Teacher Subject
School Name





